Urban-Rural Demarcation Line (URDL)

Land Preservation, Smart Growth, & Affordable Housing

Richard Eberhart Hall, AICP - May 14, 2025



What is the URDL?

* A growth boundary —the inside is for growth and has
Infrastructure, services, and denser and mixed-use zoning.

* OQutside has mostly rural zoning, land preservation, reservoir
protection, etc.

e Established in 1967.

* The Valleys Planning Council had a big role.
* The 1964 “Plan for the Valleys” helped to make the case.
* URDL has seen very little change since.
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Supply vs. Demand in Growth Area

* Q:Isthere room in the growth area (i.e., Priority Funding Area) for
projected growth?

* A: Yes
* Current households = 320K
* 2045 projected households = 339K (increase of 19K)

* Current capacity for new residential units in growth area = 27K
* Countywide demand = 19K; supply is 27K

* Based on this MDP data, the County has room for projected
growth in the growth area for more than 20 years.

e Lots of buts...



Affordable Housing & the URDL

“If not for the URDL, much of that part of Baltimore County would be
dotted with houses on 2-acre lots on septic systems — the dumbest
growth possible, and it wouldn’t be affordable,” said Richard Eberhart
Hall, a former secretary of the Maryland Department of Planning.

Such sprawl development, Hall said, “wastes land and related natural
resources, inefficiently spreads out needs for public services and
infrastructure, and pollutes more.”

(Baltimore Banner, 3-26-25)



Related Issues & Programs

* URDL and related zoning is very import, but advocates should look
at multi layers of protection:
e Sewer service areas;
* Growth policy and analysis;
* Septic Tier Law and maps;
* Priority Preservation Areas and preservation programs;

* Environmental laws - including implementing the updated Forest
Conservation Act;

* Reservoir protection; and
* Regionalissues.
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Septic Tier Maps
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Next Steps

* Elect people that care about this issue, and don’t only focus on
County Council, also engage in County Executive and State
offices, and then stay on them.

* Bring more people into your tent, including some non-usual
suspects where possible.

* Support more infill and redevelopment inside the URDL.

* Pay attention and strategically advocate and fight when
necessary.
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