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Dear Neighbor,

The SGCPC Board

	 This fall we are happy to report that the tubing 
situation is better along the Gunpowder near 
Monkton, and that scientists have new insight into 
what is causing the collapse of honey bee colonies. 
Inside these pages you will even find an article 
tracing the curious history of Sparks Elementary 
School.

	 On the other hand, everyone will be grabbling 
with the real effects of the 2012 CZMP:  A large 
development that could seriously impact local 
waterways is making its way through the review 
process. It will also mean more traffic congestion for 
the area near York Road and Fila Way in the coming 
months. While we can’t stop this development, we 
are fighting to make sure the builder maintains the 
highest standards with his construction.

	 If the community is to keep the term “rural” in 
the description of this beautiful countryside, we need 
your commitment to help. Please take a stand. Please 
get involved and lend your support.

	 Since Councilman Todd Huff’s recent zoning 
decision gave Obrecht Properties a green light to build 
townhouses at York and Fila Way, the development will 
go forward. Our new objectives regarding this project 
are therefore limited. We hope to mitigate the damage 
to our rural area by asking the County to hold Obrecht 
to the highest standards. To this end, we, along with 
concerned residents who live near the development, 
have retained legal counsel and expert witnesses to 
formally object to serious shortcomings in the proposal.

	 A particularly egregious flaw in the Obrecht plan is 
its failure to properly manage stormwater runoff. Instead 
of providing for an Environmental Site Design to keep 
runoff from eroding the already steep grade of the land 
and contributing to water pollution, the developer’s plan 
was to use the crudest management tool in the box —two 
ponds to capture some of the runoff. This attempt to avoid 
responsibility is particularly galling since the County has 
just embarked on a major stormwater mitigation project, 
requiring every property owner to pay a fee—the so-
called rain tax.

	 Another significant flaw is the orientation of some 
of the houses. In defiance of normal design protocol, the 
houses closest to York Road have their back sides facing 
the road - think trash cans, barbeques, storage sheds. 
We will ask the County to protect the scenic quality of 
this entry way into northern Baltimore County, either 
by moving these houses or reversing their orientation. 

	 Fortunately, the developer is taking notice: A hearing 

All is not Lost - Yet

(continued on page 4)
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	 Perhaps the harshest lesson learned from CZMP 2012 is 
this: citizens’ voices were ignored.  During this cycle, more 
people became involved in the process than ever before, 
gathering signatures on petitions that asked Councilman Huff 
not to upzone property in their neighborhood, or property 
that was in their overcrowded school district. They met with 
him and spoke out at public hearings, but their voices were 
disregarded. 

	 It is hard to defend the CZMP results when friends of 
the Councilman and people with influence were granted 
zoning changes over the objections of the larger community 
and in defiance of the County’s own Master Plan. 175 acres 
of farm land that was upzoned for Cunningham Kitchens 
will enable a substantial residential development;  and a 
115 acre parcel with mature woods and streams, backing up 
to the Loch Raven Reservoir was given similar treatment. 

	 Instead of basing land use decisions on what is best for 
the health and welfare of the County, zoning classifications 
appeared to be rewards for friendship, allowing the owners 
to make greater profits at the expense of the public. For 
example, more than a thousand people signed a petition 
asking Mr. Huff not to change the zoning on Obrecht’s 
property at Fila Way. Despite the public outcry and 
despite his campaign promise not to change Councilman 
McIntire’s zoning, Huff granted Obrecht’s request. Huff 
conceded that he received donations from Mr. Obrecht but 
asserted it did not influence his decision-making.  

	

Councilman Huff also claimed that some of the upzonings 
were granted for the purpose of allowing landowners to get 
a better deal if they put their property into a preservation 
program, but there was no obligation on the part of the 
landowners to do so. And even if they do put their land 
into preservation, do these owners really merit a public 
subsidization of their land transactions, particularly at the 
expense of agricultural and environmental resources in our 
rural area?

	 We submit that that people’s loss of faith in their ability 
to affect government decisions at the local level was the 
most significant result of CZMP 2012.

	 SGCPC shares the concerns that Gunpowder 
RIVERKEEPER® (GRK) has about the proposed 
Columbia MB-Line project to bring a gas pipeline 
across the southern end of northern Baltimore County. 
This project could cause severe environmental 
destruction, including the degradation of a Tier II 
watershed and the drinking water supply for 1.8 
million Baltimore metro area residents. The 21 mile 
pipeline is projected to cross 70 waterways.  

	 According to GRK, the public has not been 
given enough facts or information to allow them to 
comment meaningfully in this regulatory process. 
The Environmental Assessment fails to consider 
the cumulative impacts related to forest cover loss, 
potential for thermal degradation of cold water 
streams, sediment pollution and degradation of 
biological communities and public drinking water 
supply.

	 Based on these deficiencies, GRK has asked 
the Corps and MDE to re-issue an amended notice 
and provide for an additional public meeting to 
properly engage the public. They also suggest an 
Environmental Impact Statement may be needed.

	 U.S. Senators Cardin and Mikulski as well as 
Congressman Ruppersburger, Sarbanes, Cummings 
and Hoyer have expressed community concerns 
and asked for more robust public participation 
and thorough environmental review in joint letters 
to FERC. Without full disclosure of the type of 
crossing method, and without a completed Forest 
Conservation Plan, Forest Buffer Protection Plan, 
Endangered Species Review and Mitigation, the 
public is excluded from commenting on substantive 
environmental issues raised by the project.

Columbia MB-Line 
Project Update

CZMP 2012—A look back

“It is hard to defend the CZMP results when 
friends of the Councilman and people with 
influence were granted zoning changes over 
the objections of the larger community...”

Joseph L. Bishop, Agent 
Nationwide Insurance
16829 York Road
P.O. Box 355
Monkton, MD 21111

Tel:  410-329-6550
Tel:  410-357-8300
Fax: 410-329-6412
bishopj@nationwide.com

Nat ionwide 
On Your Side
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Where have all the 
Honeybees gone?

	 Fifty years ago Rachael Carson’s book “Silent Spring” 
raised our awareness of pesticides in the food chain 
causing widespread reproductive failure and death of 
birds. Ten years later DDT was banned in this country and 
we witnessed the remarkable recovery of the American 
Bald Eagle, Osprey and Peregrine Falcon.  

	 More recently, honeybees have been vanishing in 
alarming numbers. A member of our board who has 
been a beekeeper for forty-five years can no longer keep 
his backyard beehives alive. Honeybee disappearance, 
sometimes referred to as “colony collapse disorder,” has 
puzzled researchers for some time. Now, a breakthrough 
study has directed attention to bees consuming pollen 
contaminated with pesticides and found that they were 
less able to resist a parasite that impairs their digestion 
which then leads to their starvation. Since honeybees are 
responsible for pollinating crops worth billions of dollars, 
the loss to the economy is significant.

	 What can we do? Stay informed – google “bee 
attrition.” And mark your calendar for 7:30 pm, Monday, 
March 17th, 2014, when Steve McDaniel, past President 
of the Maryland State Beekeepers Association, will speak 
at the Oregon Ridge Nature Center on “Save the Bees”.  

	 Those of you who have lived in the area for 20 
years or more may remember when Sparks Elementary 
School was on Sparks Road before a fire destroyed 
it and a new elementary school was built on Belfast 
Road. But did you know that the original building, 
dating to 1909, was erected as an agricultural high 
school (with eleven grades) to consolidate four one-
room local schools. If they attended the Agricultural 
High School or AHS as it was then known, some 
students arrived by foot, others by farm wagon, or 
later in a yellow school “bus” which was also a wagon. 
Some even took the train from northern outposts such 
as Parkton.

	 While AHS was a public school and supported by 
Baltimore County, a great deal of the work to build 
it and make it a central part of the community fell to 
the parents, local farmers, and shop keepers. They 
provided building materials, dug a well, hauled stone, 
and generally provided for the school itself.

	 In the early years, the younger students used the 
classrooms on the west side while the older students 
occupied the rest of the building. Female students 
made lunch - often soup - in the lower kitchen and 
sold it in school. The boys hauled water and coal into 
the building. This was known as a rather arduous 
job especially in the winter time. Even though the 
emphasis of the curriculum was farming and domestic 
or home economics, it was well grounded in academics 
– algebra, spelling, classics, music and poetry, and 
every year the upper grades performed a Shakespearian 
play for all to see.  Many students graduated and 
remained in the community but many also attended 
far away colleges such as Cornell and the University 
of Maryland. 

	 In 1953, Baltimore County built the new Hereford 
High School north of the town and AHS moved there; 
the old school became the Sparks Elementary School.

An Unusual History

	 Do you care about development down the 
street from your house? Do you care about 
protecting the natural resources and rural 
character of northern Baltimore County? If 
you receive this newsletter, you are within our 
boundaries. Our organization keeps neighbors 
informed about changes to the countryside that 
alter our way of life. 

	 Stay informed at info@SGCPC.org or visit 
our Facebook page. Know what could happen 
before it happens. Come to our community 
meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
Sparks Elementary School, 7 pm. Please join us 
and help us preserve what you love most about 
living in the country.

Do You Know 
What’s Going On?
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	 The good old days are back along the 
NCR trail again!  After four years of working 
closely with Cockeysville Police, Maryland 
DNR, Maryland Park Police, State Highway 
Commission, county enforcement officials, 
and Baltimore Watershed Police, residents of 
Monkton Village and Blue Mount Road seem 
to have won the battle against commercial inner 
tube vendors operating illegal shuttles and 
dropping off up to 400 tubers each week-end 
day at river access points during the summer 
season. Time alone will tell if this change is 
permanent.  

	 The fragile ecosystem of the Gunpowder 
River could not continue to accommodate 
the steady parade of tubers on the week-
end without permanent damage. Nor could 
landowners along the river tolerate disorderly 
trespassers who strayed off the water. And rural 
country roads could not provide parking for the 
onslaught of visitors. Fortunately, a decision 
by a Baltimore administrative judge last fall 
prohibiting these shuttle operations put an end 
to this unacceptable situation and restored peace 
and order to the Monkton countryside. 

	 Even though Monkton Village continues 
to experience crowded conditions around the 
Fourth of July week-end, summer traffic along 
the Gunpowder has vastly improved over 
previous years. One piece of unfinished business 
remains, however. Despite the prohibition on 
tube shuttle operations, one of the shuttles 
continues to occupy the parking lot next to the 
old Monkton Hotel in Monkton Village and 
to distract from the historic character of this 
location. 

	 In the balance though, the partnership 
between the community and county officials 
has been a great success, and the Gunpowder 
River is once again an attractive destination for 
families and individuals who wish to enjoy one 
of Maryland’s most beautiful natural resources.        

Tubers in check along 
Gunpowder scheduled for mid-September to review Obrect’s 

proposal has been postponed so the developer can 
rework his stormwater plan. 

	 This outcome of this decision is especially important, 
as it will set a precedent for the remaining large pieces 
of undeveloped land in the same area. 

All is not Lost (continued from page 1)

Hereford Pharmacy
AND GIFT SHOP

YOUR COMMUNITY PHARMACY - SINCE 1974

EPIC

216 Mt. Carmel Road
Parkton-Hereford, MD 21111

Just off exit 27, I-83
Next to Grauls Market

Phone: 410-329-6209 • 410-357-4211
Fax: 410-357-8002

Store Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9 to 8 • Sat. 9 to 6 • Sun. 9 to 3

Rx
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GOALS

♦  Educating residents and land 
use representatives about the 
natural resources in northern 
Baltimore County;

♦  Encouraging the protection 
and preservation of the rural, 
historical, and agricultural 
environment of northern 
Baltimore County;

♦  Promoting responsible 
community planning which 
maintains the rural character of 
the area; 

♦  Advocating growth in keeping 
with the level of public services 
available in the area. 

Kirsten Burger
President 

George Rew
Vice-President 

Theaux Le Gardeur
Vice-President

Carol Stevenson 
Treasurer 

Wendy McIver 
Recording Secretary

Nedda Pray
Corresponding Secretary

SGCPC  BOARD  2013-2014

Additional Directors

Lee Bishop

Lawrie Deering

Renae Olver

Sue Parish

Ron Seward  

Bob Stanhope

Valerie Williams

Ty Young 

SGCPC 
Community Meetings 

are usually held on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 

Sparks School
Belfast Road 
at 7:00 pm. 

Please join us!

Officers and Directors may be contacted at:  
www.sgcpc.org or info@sgcpc.org.

Officers and Directors 

 

  Become a member 
and help us carry 
out our mission of 
protecting our rural 
environment. We are  
a tax-exempt organ-
ization, so your 
contribution beyond 
the cost of membership 
is tax-deductible. 
Please be as generous 
as you can!  
Remember: we 
accept matching 
contributions from 
your employer. Our 
tax ID# is 20-3888970. 

	 If you’d like to get more involved with our work, choose a committee that interests you:  
	  	 _____zoning; _____land preservation; _____membership & fundraising;  
		  _____communications; _____web site; _____ monitoring county hearings;  
	 or let us know how you can  help: ____________________________________________

Thank you for your support!

	 Basic membership:____($35)    Family (2 adults in the same household): ____($50)
				    I wish to make an additional donation of: ____ $50____ $100____ $200____ Other

   Please make check out to SGCPC and mail to: P.O. Box 937, Sparks, MD 21152 

Name  _________________________________________________________________

Telephone (day) _____________________________(eve)_________________________
_
E-mail  address ___________________________________________________________ 

Street address  ___________________________________________________________

City, state, zip ____________________________________________________________

 

! DUES ARE DUE !
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