
Dear Neighbor,

CZMP is back again! This year we have chosen 
to request downzoning on three environmentally 
sensitive properties that were upzoned in the 
Todd Huff era. We will also challenge requests for 
upzoning on similarly sensitive properties in the 
area. For more about this, please read the articles 
that follow.

In addition, we want to bring you all the information 
we have about the US Lacrosse presence in Loveton. 
There are some questions we have that remain 
unanswered, but please feel free to contact us with 
any of your concerns.

Lastly, and something we reiterate in our 
newsletters: we need your support. Please keep 
yourself in the loop: attend our meetings, back us 
financially, and express your opinions. 
Only by group action can we keep the 
rural in the North County. 

The SGCPC Board

SPARKS-GLENCOE COMMUNITY 
PLANNING COUNCIL

Fall 2015 NewsletterPreserving our rural heritage

(continued on page 2)

CZMP 2016
It’s upon us again: the Comprehensive Zoning Map 

Process. The CZMP occurs every four years and allows 
any citizen (individual, contract purchaser, community 
organization, County Councilman) to request a zoning 
change on any property in the County. Our organization 
has filed three issues to right zoning wrongs that were 
imposed on the North County during the last CZMP. 

These wrongs occurred during the administration of 
Third District Councilman Todd Huff - despite the fact 
that Baltimore County’s Department of Environmental 
Protection and Sustainability (formerly DEPRM) 
recommended otherwise, and despite the fact that he 
ran on a platform that promised not to disturb what his 
predecessor had accomplished. Former Councilman 
Todd Huff chose to upzone three large parcels of land 
that were, and remain, environmentally sensitive, 
partially forested and contain multiple streams and 
tributaries flowing into the Loch Raven Reservoir. Mr. 
Huff was roundly defeated in the last election.

Parcel #1: The property of John Turnbull on Belfast 
Road. This 97-acre parcel which is half-forested, half in 
agriculture and is traversed by Piney Run, was upzoned 
in 2012 from RC (Rural Conservation) 7 and RC 2, to 
a combination of RC 5 and RC 4 which would allow 31 
homes to be built. According to statements made by 
Mr. Huff in newspaper articles, Mr. Turnbull promised 
that in exchange for favorable zoning he would only 
give building lots to his children and put the rest of the 
property under a protective easement. Instead, Turnbull 
has contracted with a developer to design lots for 13 
houses. For more detail on the history of this property, 

We regret the passing of our 
friend, Sally Feimer, who for 

many years graciously lent her 
formatting and layout talents to 

the production of this newsletter, 
enhancing its readability and 
appearance. We will miss her.
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finally the Bay. Excess nutrients contaminate drinking 
water in these reservoirs and cause algae blooms that 
cloud the water, diminish sunlight and deplete oxygen, 
thereby killing fish, underwater grasses and, in the bay, 
oyster beds. 

Baltimore County is introducing Small Watershed 
Action Plans to tackle this huge runoff problem and
improve water quality. Among the recommendations
are stream buffer plantings to capture nutrients before 
they hit the water and retrofitting of parking areas. They
also encourage homeowners to help by purchasing
rain barrels, planting trees and installing rain gardens. 
Get a cheap rain barrel or compost bin at Baltimore
County’s sale April 25-26 (www.baltimorecountymd.
gov/recycling). Of course all this costs money, which 
is why the stormwater management fee (rain tax) was 
recommended. 

New Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has put forth
legislation that would allow the counties to scrap the fees
if they want. He has stated that local officials should 
be free to decide how to pay for required programs
to prevent polluted stormwater from reaching the
Chesapeake Bay. A court decision has already made
the fees optional, and three of the local governments 
are charging either nothing or a nominal amount.

Some environmentalists say the law is important
because it’s a source of revenue to specifically address 
a growing source of pollution. They argue that dedicated
fees were created to ensure that cleanup projects
wouldn’t have to compete with police, schools and other
needs for scarce funding.

So how important are clean streams and rivers and 
larger bodies of water to you? How important is the safety
of your drinking water? Do you want to see a return of 
the seafood and fish that were once healthy and bountiful
in the Chesapeake Bay? It seems to come down to this: if
we scrap the “rain tax” something else will have to take 
its place. Federal Law has mandated 
that the Bay be cleaned up by the 
polluting States of which Maryland 
is one. Revenue will have to come 
from somewhere and that somewhere
usually means the taxpayers. Perhaps
our representatives will restructure 
that fee and apply it another way
that is more palatable, because in
the end, we certainly don’t want
unpalatable water.

STORM MANAGEMENT
(continued from page 3) AGRI-TOURISM 

REVISITED
Even though the Agri-tourism Bill proposed

by former Councilman Todd Huff last fall was
tabled, there are apparently some land owners 
in Northern Baltimore County who continue to
welcome commercial events on their property.
A quick search of the internet is all you need 
to book a wedding, anniversary party, bar or 
bat mitzvah and many other celebratory affairs
on a Baltimore County farm. Some webpages 
will even tell you how far a drive it is from 
New York or Pennsylvania. 

The hearings on the Agri-tourism Bill
last fall drew significant opposition from
the community. While most residents want
to see farmers make a living from farming, 
development of non-farm related commercial 
business is routinely challenged in this rural 
and heavily preserved area. During the last
CZMP, a restaurant in the Monkton area wanted
to expand its already commercial business to 
include weddings and it was swiftly pounced
on by neighbors and community groups. It
did not receive an upzoning for the requested
use.

It seems an irony that private landowners 
without commercial zoning who are not paying
commercial taxes should feel free to advertise 
and hold the very same type of events that were
denied to an existing commercial business.
Four times last fall the Agri-tourism Bill was 
amended and four times it was found wanting.
Residents wrote letters and testified about
noise, the paving over of green fields, and late 
night driving on dark, narrow, unfamiliar roads
post-celebration. So where does this leave us?

Rather than ignoring the situation, perhaps
we need anAgri-tourism Bill to define whether
such commercial events should be allowed at 
all, a Bill that respects the highly preserved 
landscape of Northern Baltimore County and 
protects the quiet rural character we enjoy. 
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(continued from page 1)CZMP 2016
see the article about it in this newsletter. We are asking 
that the zoning be return to pre-Huff status.

Parcel #2: The property of Lenis Barney on Quaker 
Bottom Road. This 104-acre spread that borders the 
scenic viewshed along 1-83 is mostly in agriculture but 
contains steep forested slopes and a significant amount 
of buffer to Piney Run and its tributaries which, because 
they contain brown trout, are extremely sensitive to run 
off from development. Mr. Huff upzoned this property 
from RC 7 to a combination of RC 2 and RC 4 which 
would allow 10 houses to be developed. We are asking 
that the property be returned to the pre-Huff status.

Parcel #3: The property of Carolyn von Schnell and 
Virginia Bartlett (formerly of Nancy Fait) on Phoenix 
Road. This 115-acre property which contains multiple 
streams and tributaries feeding into Loch Raven and is 
heavily forested abuts several tracts of land which have 

already been placed in conservation easements. Mr. 
Huff upzoned this property from RC 6 to RC 4 which 
would allow 22 houses. We are asking that the property 
be rezoned to RC 7.

While SGCPC is not seeking to downzone any other 
property in its territory, the organization will contend 
with properties that request an upzoning. 

The CoMPlexiTy of The 
New SPorTS CoMPlex

Since April of this year, those of us who travel on 
York Road to and from our homes have been watching 
the earth move and a skeletal structure rise in the field 
across from the Loveton water tower. As most of us 
know, US Lacrosse is moving its headquarters from 
Johns Hopkins Homewood campus to Loveton, but the 
details surrounding the relocation have been unclear. So 
we invited US Lacrosse’s CEO, Steve Sternerson to our 
September meeting to give the community an overview. 

The main purpose of the new sports complex, 
according to Stenerson, is to serve as a training and 
teaching facility for national teams. The 12-acre lot will 
hold a 45,000 square foot office building to house the 
organization’s 85 employees as well as a stadium that 
seats 500. There will be paved parking for 280 cars with 
overflow parking options on the neighboring Becton 
Dickinson lot. Part of the office space will be leased to 
MedStar Health which will operate a medical facility 
there and be available to the public.
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The lATeST BuZZ oN hoNeyBeeS
As we mentioned in our spring newsletter, honeybees 

have been dying in huge numbers all across the globe—
some U.S. beekeepers have lost the majority of their 
hives. Even if you’re not a big fan of bees, you should 
take notice, because you’re probably a fan of food. 
Honeybees are needed to pollinate our food crops, 
especially fruit, nuts and vegetables. 

Honeybee colonies are susceptible to other threats, 
such as mites and pathogens, but the unprecedented scale 
of the die-off has been attributed to the increasing use 
of insecticides containing neonicotinoids, or neonics, 
for short. The USDA has also recently suggested that 
the Monarch butterfly decline may be attributed to the 
use of this chemical. It is estimated that 
90% of the corn crop in the United States 
has been treated with neonics. When bees 
(or butterflies) drink nectar or get pollen 
on their bodies from flowers tainted with 
the pesticide, they can be killed outright, or 
their immune systems become weakened, 
making them more susceptible to other 
ailments. Neonics can cause them to lose 
their ability to navigate, so they cannot find 
their way back to the colony with the food they have 
gathered, leading the colony to collapse. 

In addition to agricultural use of neonics, these 
chemicals are also present in lawn fertilizer that contains 
weed killer. Bees drinking from clover in a lawn treated 
with weed killer can be poisoned. Garden supply stores 
also sell insecticides containing neonics as well as plants 
and flowers that have been treated with the chemical. 

There is some good news on the issue. In September, 
a federal Court of Appeals overturned a decision by 
the Environmental Protection Agency approving the 
use of sulfoxaflor, a new formulation of neonic. The 
Court noted the “precariousness of bee populations” 
in its decision, saying that the EPA had not sufficiently 
documented the impact on bees of the new chemical.

Also, national and local retailers have responded to 
consumers’ desire to protect bees.

Lowe’s is working with growers to eliminate the use of 
neonic pesticides on bee-attractive plants they sell, and is 
educating employees and customers with brochures, fact 
sheets, and product labels. They have also committed to 
phase out their sale of neonics within 4 years as suitable 
alternatives become commercially available.

Even more encouraging is the policy of Valley 
View Farms, which has pulled items that contain 
neonicotinoids from their shelves. In addition, their 
web site states that they will not apply neonicotinoid 
insecticides at their retail location on plants in pots or 
in the ground, and their grower will avoid using neonics 
on plants grown in their farm greenhouses. Plants sold 
at the store might still contain neonics, as some growers 
that sell plants to Valley View may use the chemicals.

Kingsdene Nursery has taken a more nuanced 
approach. There are applications of neonics that do 
not harm bees when used appropriately, so taking the 
product off the market would be overreacting, in their 

view. Kingsdene educates customers 
about products containing neonics, and 
offers alternatives. Growers who supply 
plant material are not legally required to 
divulge whether or not they have applied 
neonics, so that information is not always 
available to the nursery. As a member of 
the Maryland Nursery, Landscape and 
Greenhouse Association, Kingsdene stays 
abreast of the issue, and the many studies 

being done on these chemicals.
On another front, the Maryland House Environment 

and Transpor tat ion Commit tee is  prepar ing 
recommendations regarding neonics. In its last session, 
the General Assembly considered, but did not pass, 
legislation which would have required plants treated with 
neonics to be labeled, and would have restricted the sale 
of neonics; instead, a committee was assigned to study 
the issue. Please ask your State representatives to ensure 
that a strong, protective law is passed this session! 

For contact information, go to www.mdelect.net, and 
enter your address. 
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iS NATurAl BuriAl CoMiNG  
To The NorTh CouNTy?

With today’s movement toward a more earth-
friendly, green lifestyle, it seems fitting that a green 
death should come into the conversation. Conservation 
Burial, or Natural Burial, is a growing movement 
in the US, and the idea has been introduced into 
Baltimore County this year. 

Conservation Burial is a burial method that eschews 
embalming and expensive caskets and tombs in favor 
of natural body shrouds and simple pine boxes. The 
overall idea is to have, in death, some positive effect 
on the earth, by allowing for the natural decomposition 
of the deceased to enrich the soil and pass our remains 
back to nature… from dust to dust. 

In February of this year, the Baltimore County 
Council passed a bill (Bill 6-15) allowing Conservation 
Burial grounds on land zoned RC-8 with a Special 
Exception, along with special regulations and 
requirements for such an activity. And the owners of 
a property on Resh Mill Road in Northern Baltimore 
County are seeking just such a special exemption, so 
as to operate their rural property as the “Resh Mill 
Preserve,” a Conservation Burial ground. But the 
idea is not without opposition: A group calling itself 
“Friends Against Resh Mill Preserve” has organized 
its efforts to change the outcome of the Resh Mill 
Preserve proposal. 

Baltimore County Council Bill 6-15 sets several 
requirements for Conservation Burial grounds: 
• land considered for use as a natural burial site must 

be at least 60 acres, 
• must have an "environmental enhancement" 

designation 

• it must be put into permanent preservation with a 
conservation easement. 

• an administrative law judge must approve a zoning 
special exception.

In July of this year, the County Council also passed 
Bill 50-15 which imposes additional conditions on the 
use, to ensure that a conservation burial ground does 
not have any negative effects on nearby water quality 
as it relates to human health and the environment. 
This bill requires that the owner of land on which a 
conservation burial ground is sought must present, 
at a special exception hearing, the findings of a 
hydrogeologist - someone who determines the impact 
of a natural burial site on nearby streams, wells and 
the local water table.

Among the arguments advanced by the owners of the 
Resh Mill site are that conservation burial conserves 
the beauty and open space of rural land and places a 
permanent conservation easement on it. 

Opponents, however, aren’t happy with the 
prospective use of this property. At the heart of their 
concerns is the safety of the streams and local drinking 
water, and protection of neighboring property values. 
In addition, many aren’t happy with the limited public 
input on the introduction and passing of the legislation 
discussed above.

It should be noted that the North County Community 
Group has filed for a zoning change on this parcel as 
part of the CZMP which would preclude any cemetery.
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Some concerns about night lights were raised by those attending the meeting. Stenersen said plans included four 
posts using state-of-the-art directed lighting designed to focus beams and avoid light spill in the surrounding area. 

Many questions, however, will go unanswered for the time, such as how frequently teams will be in town playing 
at night, whether there will be opportunities for local recreational leagues or school to use the facilities or how 
traffic will be managed when there is a big game. 

The sports complex is slated to open in September of 2016.

(continued from page 2)SPorTS CoMPlex
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The ProPoSeD TurNBull DeveloPMeNT  
AND iT’S ZiGZAG hiSTory

The Turnbull family resides on a farm in a lovely 
manor home on Belfast Road known as “Blackacre” 
and has enjoyed the unspoiled beauty of its 60 acres of 
woodlands and pristine Piney Creek for many years.

In Sparks, we live above the urban rural demarcation 
line, also known as the URDL, where there is no public 
water and sewer service. Because the pristine waterway 
on this land is within the Loch Raven watershed - which 
is already in violation of the Clean Water Act – there is 
an ongoing effort to limit development in the reservoir 
watershed in order to protect the water supply.

The Turnbull property was “upzoned,” or placed in 
protective zoning classifications in 2004 by Councilman 
Bryan McIntire as part of a larger effort to protect the 
farmlands and other natural resources of the Belfast 
Valley. Prior to that upzoning occurring, the landowner 
asked for and received the opportunity to apply for a 
conservation easement, which would have enabled the 
family to sell most of the development rights, retain a 
few lots, and preserve the remainder of the property.

Councilman McIntire acquiesced in this, an application 
was made for a conservation easement, but that 
application was subsequently withdrawn.

As a result, in the 2004 Comprehensive Zoning Map 
process, 43.16 acres of this property were placed in 
the more protective RC-2 Agricultural Protection zone 
and 53.96 acres were placed in the RC-7 Resource 
Preservation zone. That zone protects forests, streams, 
preserves rural character and limits growth in the volume 
of traffic generated by development. 

In 2012 County Councilman Todd Huff, a close family 
friend of the Turnbulls, rezoned the property to RC4 
and RC5 permitting them to convert this farm, with its 
60 acres of woods and pristine stream, into a housing 
development.

Councilman Huff justified his decision to upzone 
this property by saying that the resultant 31 lots the 
owner once again had because of the rezoning would 
really only result in 4 developable lots because the 
Councilman said the owner told him he was going 
to put the remainder of his property into an easement 
program. In Huff’s view it was a win/win situation. 
The landowners would receive more cash from public 
preservation funds, having more density rights to sell, 

and the public would receive the benefit of preserved 
farmlands and woodlands. Sound familiar? 

Former Judge Turnbull is not speaking publicly about 
his agreement with Huff nor the previous agreement with 
McIntyre, but it would appear that twice he has indicated 
that he would place his property in preservation, holding 
out a few lots for his children, and twice he has failed 
to do so. 

Now there is a new councilman, Wade Kach, who 
has spoken with Turnbull and his representatives. 
Councilman Kach’s advice was that the Turnbulls 
should talk with community members. Instead, Turnbull 
sent Michael McCann, of Goodier, Baker developers, 
to address the SGCPC at its open meeting in July. Mr. 
McCann presented preliminary plans for 13 new houses. 
All of the lots exceeded the 1.5 acre minimum lot size. 
Incidentally, the Turnbulls have yet to approve the plan, 
including the number of houses, which means they could 
substitute a plan which calls for more houses; and there 
is no process was underway for placing any part of the 
land in a conservation easement. 

Mr. McCann has agreed to meet again with community 
members to provide further information.

Joseph l. Bishop, Agent 
Nationwide Insurance
16829 York Road
P.O. Box 355
Monkton, MD 21111

Tel: 410-329-6550
Tel: 410-357-8300
Fax: 410-329-6412
bishopj@nationwide.com

Nat ionwide 
On Your Side®
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welCoMe Joe!
Because a conflict of interest came up, Ron 

Seward can no longer serve as our President. To 
serve in his place to until the next election, Joe 
Evans has been chosen as Interim President. 

A member of SGCPC for many years, Joe served 
as a former Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Maryland for 7 years, as an Assistant 
US Attorney for the district of Maryland for 14 
years and as an Assistant Federal Public Defender 
for 12 years. He has also been on the boards of 
the ACLU, St. Ambrose Housing Center, and 
American Friends Service Committee. We are 
very fortunate to have Joe step in and look forward 
to his leadership.

hereford Pharmacy
AND GIFT SHOP

YOUR COMMUNITY PHARMACY - SINCE 1974

EPIC

216 Mt. Carmel road
Parkton-hereford, MD 21111

Just off exit 27, i-83
Next to Grauls Market

Phone: 410-329-6209 • 410-357-4211
fax: 410-357-8002

Store hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9 to 8 • Sat. 9 to 6 • Sun. 9 to 3

Rx
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 PleASe JoiN !

 If you’d like to get more involved with our work, choose an area that interests you:  
   _____zoning; _____land preservation; _____membership & fundraising;  
  _____communications; _____web site; _____ monitoring county hearings;  
 or let us know how you can help: ____________________________________________

Thank you for your support!

 ____($35) ____ $50____ $100____ $200____ Other

 Please visit PayPal on our website or make a check out to SGCPC and mail to:  
P.o. Box 937, Sparks, MD 21152. your contribution is tax-deductible.

Name _________________________________________________________________

Telephone (day) _____________________________(eve)_________________________
_
E-mail address ___________________________________________________________ 

Street address ___________________________________________________________

City, state, zip ____________________________________________________________

 We can’t carry out 
our mission to support 
our rural environment 
without your support. 
We are a tax-exempt 
organization, so your 
contribution is tax-

deductible. Please be 
as generous as you 

can! 

remember: we 
accept matching 

contributions from 
your employer. Our 

tax ID# is 20-3888970. 

Joe EvaNs
Interim President 

George Rew
Vice-President 

Lawrie Deering 
Vice-President

Carol Stevenson 
Treasurer 

Wendy McIver 
Recording Secretary

Nedda Pray
Corresponding Secretary

SGCPC BoArD 2015-2016

Additional Directors

Lee Bishop

Kirsten Burger

Theaux Le Gardeur 

Renae Olver

Sue Parish

Bob Stanhope

Valerie Williams

Ty Young 

Officers and Directors may be contacted at:  
www.sgcpc.org or info@sgcpc.org.

Slate of Officers and Directors
 

GOALS
 Educating residents and land 
use representatives about the 
natural resources in northern 
Baltimore County;

 Encouraging the protection 
and preservation of the rural, 
historical, and agricultural 
environment of northern 
Baltimore County;

 Promoting responsible 
community planning which 
maintains the rural character of 
the area; 

 Advocating growth in keeping 
with the level of public services 
available in the area. 

SGCPC 
Community Meetings 

are usually held on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 

Sparks School
Belfast Road 
at 7:00 pm. 

Please join us!



SPARKS-GLENCOE COMMUNITY 
PLANNING COUNCIL

P.O. Box 937
Sparks, MD 21152


