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Dear Neighbor,

 The SGCPC Board

AGRI-TOURISM 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER  

(continued on page 2)

 Agri-tourism is the blending of agriculture and tourism 
whereby farms that grow crops or raise animals become 
venues to attract tourists.  It is a fast growing category of 
the U.S. tourist industry, and most states have legislation 
to support and grow this market.  Baltimore County is 
hopping on the hay wagon, so to speak, with an aggressive 
agri-tourism bill recently introduced by outgoing County 
Councilman Todd Huff and this means there may soon be 

 The most recent iteration of the bill allows, among other 
things, haunted houses, barn dances, and petting zoos, as 
of right   .gniraeh a fo stnemeriuqer lamron eht tuohtiw ,
For those farmers wishing to broaden their activities into 
rodeos, music concerts, wine festivals, accessory buildings 
and parking lots, all they need is 25 acres and a permit. 
SGCPC and other groups believe the activities allowed 
under the proposed legislation are excessively intrusive 
and lack the controls and policing remedies necessary 
to protect the tranquil nature of the area, thus affecting 
the quality of life and neighboring property values. The 
question before the community is:  if a farm provides non-
farming activities to the general public, is it still a farm 
and when does the line get crossed from agricultural to 
commercial?  Considering the area’s past bad experience 
with problematic commercialization of rafting along 

guidelines and controls for the sake of our neighbors?

 Several drafts of the legislation were put forth and 
rejected this summer for lack of adequate input from 

 While Northern Baltimore County is enjoying 
warm, sunny fall weather, storm clouds approach 
from the horizon. The possibility that our farms 
may become unrecognizably commercial is not a 
myth, and the placement of an unnecessary new 
convenience store in Hereford is only a hearing away. 

 Still, we have a voice and we should use it, 
whether it’s writing letters to protest unnecessary 
development or getting in touch with your councilman 
about legislation sneaking in behind your back. Read 
the articles inside and learn what you can do to be 
heard.

 Over 10,000 homes receive this newsletter 
- which your donations make possible. The 
expenditure is large but we feel it is a very important 
means of keeping the community informed. Please 
continue your tax-deductible donations and help us 
continue to work for the community. 

VOTE!
 For your convenience, early voting for 
the General Election will be available at the 
Agricultural Center on Shawan Road from 10 
am to 8 pm, October 23 thru October 30, 2014.
 Otherwise, the polls will be open on November 
4, 2014, at your regular polling location from 7 am 
to 8 pm.
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(continued from page 1)

 People choose to live in the north county, among other 
reasons, for the natural beauty and tranquility and to leave 
behind the bustle and congestion of the city.  Many of us 
favor zoning that protects the natural resources here—farm 

 To enjoy these special qualities, we recognize that we 
will forego the conveniences offered by urban life, including 
stores in our neighborhood selling all brands of products. 
Living in the country is a decision to make a trip into town 
for supplies; it means traveling farther if we want more than 
basic conveniences.

 The Hereford Plan represents an agreement by members 
of the whole community to control commercial growth in 

  .devreserp si aera eht fo retcarahc larur eht taht yaw a hcus
Since Baltimore County government requested that Hereford 
create a community plan, participated in its creation, adopted 
it, and incorporated it into the County’s Master Plan, it would 
be most inconsistent to disregard its recommendations now.
The Hereford Plan does not oppose growth; rather, it 
provides a blueprint for growth that protects and enhances 
the town’s unique character, and protects the environment. 

serving the needs of Hereford residents, the agricultural 
community, as well as tourists.”  

community, farm and wine organizations. SGCPC, along 
with other area organizations, spent many hours and held 
several meetings to help vet this legislation. But our concerns 
have been unanswered. Since the 1960’s, Maryland has 
taxed farm property at a tenth the normal property rate, and 
last year’s storm water management fee excludes, at least in 
Phase 1, farm structures and their impervious surfaces. But 
if the line is crossed between what is considered to be ‘farm’ 
and what is thought to be ‘entertainment commerce,’ will the 
state reassess the property to measure and apply the rain tax? 
We should also know whether this is a new and incremental 
business to the area, or if we are simply cannibalizing from 

the public services they now provide for free. 

 While some activities, such as Pick Your Own or hay 
rides are reasonable if they can help save a farm, the mass 
transformation of zoning - with no protective measures for 
neighbors or the environment and no detailed operational 
requirements for size, time, parking, noise, lighting, signs and 
structures - is dangerous. Our organization does not believe 
enough thought has gone into this process, and we consider 
it a grave mistake to allow outgoing Councilmen (of which 
there are 3 on the County Council) to pass this bill into law. 

 We urge all third district residents to insist on a process 
that will deliver a good outcome for the people who live and 
work here. Ask Mr. Huff to table this bill until it is properly 
considered so that you get the legislation you deserve. If we 
are not careful, this bill will be passed into law on October 
20th. 

 If you would like to view a copy of the bill, have a 
comment, opinion or example you would like to share about 
the agri-tourism bill or any other community issue, please 
e-mail us. Also please indicate in your e-mail if you would 
like us to include your comments with others when the bill 
is voted on. Please e-mail us at SGCPCINFO@gmail.com.

AGRI-TOURISM  OUR VIEW: ROYAL FARMS 
NOT NEEDED IN HEREFORD

(continued on page 3)

The Hereford Plan designed the 
commercial district in Hereford to allow 
rural areas to develop services either 
unique to or in keeping with the rural 
character of Northern Baltimore County 
rural town centers, and are not intended 
to supply the complete range of services 

.

The services here are the ones which provide safety, 
convenience and reduced trips, while servicing the rural 
residential and agricultural communities.”

 One would be hard-pressed to describe the offerings of 
a Royal Farms gas station and convenience store as unique, 

already offered by the Exxon gas station and convenience 
store, the 7-11, Graul’s, Subway, or Michael’s. Someone 
who really wants a product sold only by Royal Farms can 



3

OBRECHT TOWNHOUSES 
WILL SOON BE HERE 

Joseph L. Bishop, Agent 
Nationwide Insurance
16829 York Road
P.O. Box 355
Monkton, MD 21111

Tel:  410-329-6550
Tel:  410-357-8300
Fax: 410-329-6412
bishopj@nationwide.com

Nat ionwide 
On Your Side

Back hoes and front end loaders now grope 
their way along the slopes of Obrect’s Fila Way 
development. Trees have been felled to make 
way for townhouses. We can only hope that soil 
loosened by the developer’s shovels will somehow 
be caught before it finds its way to the Western 
Run at the bottom of the ravine. 

Our View (continued from page 2)

THE LATEST BUZZ ON BEES
 The Sierra Club just reported the latest research on 
colony collapse is attributed to pesticides. In a recently-
released study about toxic bee-killing pesticides, 
neonicotinoids (or “neonics”) were found to be so 
poisonous and so destructive they were likened to DDT 
for bees. Acting like a nerve agent, neonics compromise 
a bee’s ability to feed and make its way back to the hive. 
This latest research joins other independent studies that 
have linked this group of deadly chemicals to colony 
collapse disorder.

 In recent years we have lost approximately 30% of 
our honey bees. This is cause for alarm because bees help 
produce every third bite of food we take. Just this past 
winter, states like Michigan and Indiana lost more than 
60% of their bee populations.

 Unfortunately, the corporations that manufacture 
these pesticides claim that their pesticides are totally 
benign. The Sierra Club is trying to get “Save America’s 
Pollinators Act” enacted. This bill would suspend the 
use of neonicotinoids. They recommend writing letters 
to Congress to make sure the bill gets passed.

make a short drive to the huge station and store just opened 
in Hunt Valley, or to the one on Jarrettsville Pike. So we 
don’t think Hereford needs the Royal Farms station, and 
we know we don’t need gasoline-tainted runoff, the threat 
of a leak into underground aquifers, a potential shortage 
of well water from all the water the store would consume, 
or extra traffic the station would pull off of I-83.
 
 The Royal Farms gas station and convenience store 
would not enhance Hereford’s rural character. It would 
pave over the corn field where the Hereford Fall Festival 
is held—now that’s where you see a display of the rural 
character unique to Hereford!

 The public hearings before the Board of Appeals will 
continue on November 5 and 6, starting at 10am, in the 
Jefferson Building, 105 W. Chesapeake Ave., Towson, MD 
21204. If you would like to weigh in, you may attend the 
hearings. If you can’t attend and oppose this development, 
we urge you to send a letter to the Board of Appeals at 
the above address, to the attention of Maureen Murphy. 
Reference Case No. 14-131-SPHXA.

1.866.MMP.6789
www.millersmmp.com

Baltimore • Hunt Valley • Lutherville 
Towson • Westminster

Advertising Specialties
Annual Reports

Artwork & Design
Banners • Booklets  

Brochures • Business Cards 
Calendars • Catalogs 
Envelopes • Folders

Flyers • Full Color Printing 
Invitations • Letterheads

Marketing Consulting 
Menus • Newsletters

NCR Forms • Notepads
Posters • Postcards

Programs • Stationery
More By The Minute!

2010
MD Chamber of Commerce 
Small Business of the Year



Hereford Pharmacy
AND GIFT SHOP

YOUR COMMUNITY PHARMACY - SINCE 1974

EPIC

216 Mt. Carmel Road
Parkton-Hereford, MD 21111

Just off exit 27, I-83
Next to Grauls Market

Phone: 410-329-6209 • 410-357-4211
Fax: 410-357-8002

Store Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9 to 8 • Sat. 9 to 6 • Sun. 9 to 3

Rx
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SGCPC would like to thank Carolyn Murphy 
for donating her wonderful pen and ink 

drawings of local Baltimore County flora, 
fauna, landscapes and gardens to brighten our 
newsletter pages. Carolyn has lived in the area 
for many years, is an accomplished watercolor 

artist and a member of the Baltimore 
Watercolor Society.  

Thank You
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        A second neighborhood meeting about the placement of a cell tower 

voiced at a previous meeting and to report on a balloon test Verizon conducted 
weeks before. Several neighbors had complained 
that at 150 feet, the cell pole would be offensively 
tall; others objected to its location. 

      Verizon representatives presented adjust-
ments to the initial plan. They suggested 
relocating the pole to an area on campus 

known as “chicken hill” where they conducted 
the balloon test. They reduced the height of the pole to 135 feet and offered 
to “disguise” the structure as a fake tree or a fake silo. Some neighbors still 
prefer a simple stealth pole to provide a better visual result. The balloon 
test indicated that whatever structure is decided upon, it will not be readily 
visible on public property within a mile of the site. 

 Stay tuned. 
new balloon test to be conducted when the leaves are off the trees.

CELL TOWER UPDATE


