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Preserving our rural heritage

Fall 2011 Newsletter

Dear Neighbor,

If you stop to think about it, northern Baltimore
County is an extraordinary area - large swaths of
green space, wooded areas, farm fields, and countless
clear-running waterways. This condition is not
just the result of natural forces; it is the result of
extraordinary actions by people who have been
far-sighted in making decisions about how the land
should be used: County planners created the Urban/
Rural demarcation line, directing most growth into
more urban areas; property owners decided to grant a
wonderful legacy to future generations, and put their
property into permanent preservation; County leaders
zoned property to minimize development; community
leaders got together and forged an agreement about
how the historic character of their central town should
be preserved.

All of these actions run counter to the normal
process of letting market forces dictate where and how
development occurs. We are grateful to the forward-
thinking people who have protected the wonderful area
we live in, and we hope their leadership will continue
to be followed. caasl
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November 9 meeting:
7 p.m. Sparks Elementary
All your CZMP questions anwered!

Presentations by
Jessie Bialek, Baltimore County Dept. of Planning
and by Sparks-Glencoe Board Members

The Hereford Community Plan:
An Extraordinary Effort

Who could imagine that a committee consisting of
builders, environmentalists, business owners, farmers,
and community association representatives could agree on
anything? But agree they did, and the result is the Hereford
Community Plan, an agreement incorporated into Baltimore
County’s Master Plan in 1991.

Hereford is the heart of our community and it is right
in the center of Sparks-Glencoe’s heart-shaped boundaries.
Hereford is where we go for vital services—food, fuel,
medical services, auto repair, animal feed, banking, post
office, pharmacy, library, high school. It serves the purpose
the Plan writers intended: providing for essential needs, but
not the complete range of services available in an urban
area.

The challenge facing the Plan committee was to
formulate “a community-based plan to provide for growth in
amanner which protects and enhances the unique character
of the town and is also environmentally responsible.” Wendy
Mclver, SGCPC’s Recording Secretary, attended every Plan
committee meeting, originally as an alternate, then as a
regular member when one of the members moved away.
Ms. Mclver credits Dutch Ruppersberger, then Councilman
for the Third District, with recognizing that the patrons of
Hereford stores, who live in the surrounding community,
have an interest in the character of “their village.” He
invited representatives from all parts of the community to
participate in the planning process.

The committee wanted to maintain the small, rural-town
character of Hereford as well as protect the surrounding
countryside. They revisited the town’s history, dating back

to the mid 1700’s. (continued page 2)
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