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Dear Neighbor,

In order to preserve our rural tranquility, to protect
valuable environmental resources, to maintain the
character of our small villages and historic sites, and to
promote our heritage of farming, SGCPC has asked the
County to reduce the potential for development in our
area through the current CZMP.

The County’s Master Plan, which guides its land
use policies, already states a strong commitment to
preserving and protecting the rural character of the area
and includes Resource Preservation zoning to
accomplish this. In furtherance of these goals, SGCPC
has submitted petitions for downzoning in several areas.
These petitions focus on watersheds, agricultural areas,
recreational attractions and historic sites. On pages 4
and S you will find maps of the areas SGCPC requested
to be downzoned.
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The steps SGCPC takes alone, as a planning council,
are not enough. To ensure that these goals are not lost
in the political process, you, the individual members of
this community, must make your will known. If you
value the woods, open fields, rivers and streams, the
narrow country roads and the tradition of local farming
— in short, the essence of what it means to live in the
country - we urge you to let your representatives know.

The schedule of remaining meetings before our
representatives is listed on this page. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend. Your voice is critical in
helping to save this beautiful part of the world.

The SGCPC Board

CZMP
NOW IS THE TIME FOR ACTION!

The Comprehensive Zoning Map Process (better
known as CZMP) is well underway. Issues for properties
targeted for downzoning or upzoning have been filed
with the Baltimore County Planning Board. Residents
and community groups are lining up on both sides of
the issues: many in support of having large tracts of
land preserved to protect watersheds, agricultural areas,
recreational attractions and historic sites; some seeking
to have their properties upzoned for development
purposes. Arguments pro and con are being refined. The
hearings are now upon us.

Pursuant to the goal of preserving the area’s rural
character, SGCPC has submitted petitions for
downzoning large tracts of land that justify protective
zoning, either because they help protect the natural
resources of the area including farmland, forests, rivers
and historic sites or because they abut land that is already
restrictively zoned and will encourage a more
harmonious countryside. (continued on page 4)

Remaining CZMP schedule:

* Planning Broad recommendations
transmitted to County Council
by June 16, 2008

* County Council hearing
on Third District issues at
Loch Raven Senior High School
June 24,2008, 7 pm

* Deadline for County Council decisions
by September 16, 2008




RESIDENTS FIGHT
NEW HOUSING

Even as the community awaits a decision by the
Baltimore County Board of Appeals about the proposed
218 unit apartment complex in Hunt Valley, we learned
that Obrecht Properties, Inc. have requested a zoning
change for the property they own at York Road and Fila
Way from commercial/light manufacturing to high
density residential. The developers plan to erect over
100 townhouses and condominium units.

The news of this zoning change in favor of housing
development stirred immediate and opposing reaction
by neighboring residents who are concerned about the
heavy traffic they already contend with and the potential
such a development has to over-crowd our schools.
Volunteers started a petition to halt the zoning change
and were able to secure over 750 supporting signatures.
As one petitioner noted, “We would like to halt the high-
density momentum before it becomes epidemic!” The
petition has been presented to Councilman Bryan
Mclntire and the Baltimore County Planning Board.

The petitioners feel that high-density development
would not only intensify the existing traffic problems,
but would broaden the impact beyond the confines of
the work-week into evenings and weekends. Already
residents of the community adjust their daily schedules
to avoid bottlenecks that clog the roads during morning,
lunch and afternoon rush hours or search for out-of-
the-way alternate routes which are inconvenient and
make for longer commutes.

The proposed development would increase the
burden on the County to provide trash removal and fire
and police protection. Residents also expressed concern
that rezoning this property may set an unwelcome
precedent for similar development in the future.

BLUE MOUNT QUARRY
What goes on?

Ever since Blue Mount Quarry changed hands last
year, questions have persisted about what actually goes
on behind closed gates. How much stone is really being
mined? How much concrete is being crushed? Why are
so many huge trucks seen hauling waste concrete into the
quarry? Answers to these and other questions have been
hard to come by and it’s not for lack of asking.

SGCPC has heard numerous complaints from its
membership and from residents who live near the site
of the quarry - which is located off Big Falls Road and
adjacent to the Gunpowder Falls and the NCR Trail —
about increased truck traffic on small county roads that
lead to the quarry, about the noise these trucks make
with their Jake brakes and bad exhaust systems and
about the hours of operation.

We have contacted state officials from MDE, SHA
and DEPRM but answers from them have been vague
and unsatisfactory. SGCPC has also tried to set up a
meeting with the owners of Blue Mount Quarry,
Patuxent Materials, Inc., to have some of these questions
addressed. To date we have been unsuccessful.

More recently SGCPC learned that the crushing of
recycled concrete degrades air quality and poses a
possible health hazard in the form of Crystalline Silica
which has been associated with silicosis, tuberculosis
and renal failure. We have now sent letters to Attorney
General Douglas F. Gansler and John M. Colmers,
Secretary of Department of Health and Mental Hygiene,
asking them to look into mining operation at Blue
Mount.

COMING SOON!
SGCPC GOES ONLINE!

Now you can get the latest SGCPC
information at your fingertips - online. You can
~ also contact members of the board through our

website with any questions you might have. For
easy access with monthly updates, come visitus
on the web at www.sgepe.org, Sign up with
email to keep up-to-date on the latest
information, such as events and activities, school
news, and other important information about our
community. - '




Improving the Profitability of
Baltimore County Agriculture

An Executive Commiuttee of Community Agricultural
Leaders, University of Maryland Extension Office, and
County staff will be launching a study to investigate the
profitability of Baltimore County’s agricultural industry.
The goals are to:

* Increase the sustainability of farming in the future,

* Revitalize downstream and upstream local food and
crop related businesses,

* Provide a local source of agricultural products to
the larger Baltimore Region, and

* Influence the land use issues in the rural sector
that in turn impact water quality and public water
supplies for 1.8 million urban and suburban residents.

Leading producers in Baltimore County’s major
agricultural segments will serve on an Advisory Board
to ensure the study produces actionable results. North
County Preservation (NCP) and ACDS, Inc. will be
providing project management, economic analysis, and
logistical support.

The project is estimated to cost $61,000. Thanks to
support from Baltimore County’s Agricultural Land
Preservation Advisory Board, Baltimore County Farm
Bureau, Mid Atlantic Farm Credit, County Government,
North County Preservation, and private donors, close
to half the funding has been secured.

Additional funding to complete the study is required.
Any and all input from the agricultural community is
welcomed and encouraged. If you are interested in getting
involved, please contact Alice Chalmers at (443) 243-2998.

SGCPC AT BALTIMORE
WATERSHED CONFERENCE

On Saturday, March 1 Baltimore City and County
governments held their 5" annual Watersheds
Conference at Goucher College. The all day event,
attended by officers and board members of SGCPC,
addressed urgent problems threatening water quality,
presented the results of studies and discussed programs
started to meet these threats. County Executive Jim Smith
and Mayor Sheila Dixon addressed a group of 275
attendees, pledging their commitment to the terms of the
Watershed Agreement and acknowledging the importance
of non-profits from around the region in educating the
citizenry and proactively implementing change.

LOYOLA
THE FIGHT IS STILL ON

In December the Maryland Court of Special
Appeals ruled that Loyola College could build a
retreat center on productive farmland in the midst
of the Master Plan designated Parkton Agricultural
Preservation Area. Citizens Against Loyola Multiuse
Center (CALM) and Baltimore County People’s
Counsel have filed Petitions with Maryland’s highest
court, requesting that it review this matter. CALM
decided to appeal for a variety of reasons.

*  The Maryland Court of Special Appeals’
decision upheld a narrow and restrictive legal
standard, which is contrary to 25 years of established
zoning law and essentially precludes citizens from
being able to make meaningful protests in future
cases.

* Loyola no longer needs to build a retreat
center on productive farmland because it has already
purchased the Rising Phoenix Retreat Center located
in Flintstone, Maryland, near Rocky Gap State Park.
The facility, already a retreat center when acquired
by Loyola, did not disrupt the local community.

* IfLoyolais allowed to proceed, the critical
mass of farmland necessary to sustain the viability
of agriculture in the area will be disrupted.

* Although Loyola makes hollow claims that
it will develop part of the site and preserve the
remainder, the college has not entered into any
agreement for permanent preservation of the
remaining lands.

CALM continues its fight to preserve agriculture
in Northern Baltimore County. We could never have
gotten this far without the support of all of our
committed friends and neighbors here in the north
county. Please consider sending a donation to our
cause in care of CALM, P.O. Box 373 Parkton, MD,
21120.

One of the overarching goals of the Watershed
Agreement is to increase tree canopies and stream
buffers in both the city and the county, and to maximize
vegetated areas to improve water quality. Our
downzoning proposals would help to achieve this goal
by reducing the destruction of trees and other vegetation,
which absorb and filter contaminated runoff before it
reaches our waterways.






