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Preserving our rural heritage

Dear Neighbor,

Each season highlights different facets of our
beautiful countryside. Last spring, we shared a learning
experience about birds in our area with the next
generation. We hope the children’s excitement will lead
them to become stewards of the land, wanting to protect
the natural world. Now, the chill in the air and shorter
days make the warm rays of sunshine more treasured.
We look forward to a show of beauty from the trees before
nature takes a rest for the winter.

~ land. We are utilizing

While the natural world is at rest, human activity
that affects that world is as busy as ever. Development
in our area continues to threaten our rural way of life.
The current rezoning process presents both an
opportunity to protect our natural resources and a risk
that even more development of the rural area will be
authorized. Zoning decisions must balance the rights
of property owners with the need to protect air and water
quality, recreational areas, agriculture, wildlife habitat,
historic locations, and scenic views. Development must
be limited to a level in keeping with the character of
our community and with the level of infrastructure and
services available. None of us wants to battle more
traffic! The rezoning process is our chance to place a
protective blanket around the rural area.

Please support our efforts to protect our rural
community. Speak out at the public hearings; write to
the Planning Board and to our County Councilman, T.
Bryan Mclntire; and please contribute as generously as
you can to our fall fund drive. Working together, we
can keep the northern Baltimore County countryside
beautiful!

The SGCPC Board




SPARKS SCHOOL DOES THE
BIRD WALK

SGCPC participated in the environmental fair at
Sparks Elementary School last June. Board member
Renae Olver organized birding walks on the nature trail
in back of the school. The children participated eagerly,
practicing with binoculars as instructed by expert
naturalist, Bob
Stanhope, the
Director of
Marshy Point
Nature Center.
Rob Mardiney,
the Education
Director of
[rvine Nature
Center, also
brought his
expertise to this educational event, and naturalist Dorsey
Burger explained how to identify species of birds by
their behavior and appearance.

The highlight of the day was nests of newly hatched
chicks, both bluebirds and barn swallows, which the
children were able to observe. The kids gained new
appreciation for the demands of parenthood. as they
watched the never-ending flights of adult birds collecting
food for their babies and realized how long it would take
to construct a home when one stick or scoop of mud ata
time is carried by beak.

Sparks School has been nurturing its nature area for
years. It adds to an existing diverse ecosystem of open
fields and mature trees along the Piney Run. Graduating

classes have
donated bird
houses, in-

cluding an owl
box and blue-
bird boxes. As
we  walked
through the
area, we could
see the fruits of ”
the tree-planting project we oversaw during last year’s
environmental fair, as many new trees have taken root.

We are pleased to join in Sparks’ School’s program of

environmental education, for which it has earned a
Green School award.
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PLEIN AIR FUNDRAISER
A HUGE SUCCESS

Last June, the first Gunpowder Falls Plein Air Painting
Competition was held in North Baltimore County as a
fundraiser for SGCPC. Fifty-six talented artists from

several states participated in the two day event and painted
the beautiful landscapes that surround us. Their works
were exhibited at a reception at Diddywopps and
Keeffers, an art gallery by the NCR Trail in Monkton.

The reception bustled as the gallery filled with artists
and people who came to see and purchase the art
produced in their own (sometimes literally) back yard.
The oil paintings were still wet so you had to be careful
not to bump up against them!

The paintings were judged by Nancy Tankersley, an
artist who owns a gallery in Easton and who is one of
the founding members of the huge Plein Air event there.
She awarded “Best in Show’ to an oil painting by Murray
Taylor, second place to Lisa Mitchell for a pastel and third
place to William Wright for a watercolor.

It was a fantastic event thoroughly enjoyed by
everyone, whether artist or viewer. The competition was
so successful, it will be repeated next June. Please check
the website (www.gunpowderfallspleinair.com) in
February for up-to-date news of “Gunpowder Falls Plein
Air 2008,” benefiting SGCPC.

Many thanks to the landowners who allowed the
artists to come and paint on their property and to Tammi
Satterfield for sharing her gallery with us for the
weekend. And lastly, kudos to Laura Wilke, a member
of our Board of Directors and herself an artist, who had
the inspiration to conceive of this event and the
perseverance to see it through.

SOUND BARRIER
A DONE DEAL

This past June, the State Highway
Administration (SHA) announced plans for |
constructing a sound barrier on [-83 at Belfast
Road. SGCPC has repeatedly opposed this project
because it threatens to undermine pfevious efforts |
to preserve the beautiful Belfast VaIIey 0

While SGCPC appreciates the difﬁmlﬁes and o
disruptions that noise from I-83 has upon those who |
live near the highway, we remain concemed that pla mg’ » ]
a twenty foot tall; 1, 678 foot ioné concrcte waﬁ atthis |

of the community. The xmposztlon ofa souné barrier at
this location will tarnish the natural rural landscape. |
Furthermore, we cannot help but observe the |
mnconsistency in govemmental actmns mvestmg tax
revenue to preserve the beautiful views of the rural |
landscape from the highway while spendmg another
$2.5 million to erect a cancrete waﬂ in the same
aion . -
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commumty members .

Murray Tayio
who won best
in show for an
oil painting
called "“Grey
Morning”,
with Nancy
Tankersley
Jjudge, and
Laura Wilke,
event chair.




ANNUAL MEETING
COMBINES BUSINESS AND
EDUCATION

SGCPC was very pleased with the attendance at our
spring meeting in April. In addition to the election of
officers and board members, we discussed many issues
of concern to the local community, including building
and development, zoning, land preservation and the new
Agriculture Center. A representative of Environment
Maryland gave an overview of legislation on
environmental issues in the 2007 General Assembly
session. Our local representatives, Delegate Wade Kach
and Councilman Bryan Mclntire, also addressed the
audience. Perhaps the most enjoyable part of the evening
was the educational presentation given by Director of
Marshy Point Nature Center, Bob Stanhope, on local
birds and their habitats. Thanks to Bob for combining
entertainment with a plea to save trees.

AWAITING DECISION IN
HUNT VALLEY CASE

During the past several months, SGCPC has
taken part in hearings before the Baltimore County
Planning Board of Appeals concerning the
development of a nine story apartment building at

the comer of York and McCormick Roads in Hunt
Valley. We opposed the developer’s request to
approve this project because it is incompatible
nearby land zoned for Resource Conservation and
will exacerbate the already gridlocked traffic in that
. area. We attended four days of hearings with our
attorney and were present for the final deliberations
of the Board of Appeals which was held on August 29.

We are grateful that members of the Broadmead
community joined us in our efforts to stop this ill-
considered development. They not only supported
our struggle financially, but attended hearings and
offered testimony as to the traffic hazards along this
stretch of York Road and on the incompatibility of
the proposed high-rise with our area.

As of thisit'publicatio'n, we are awaiting the
decision of the Board of Appeals, which has not
issued its written opinion.

[

MORE TRAFFIC ON THE WAY

Commercial development in the Hunt Valley area has
brought with it a surge in traffic. On York Road between
rural Belfast Road and Shawan Road, vehicles crawl and
are often at a standstill
during rush hour. And note
well: the commercial area
of Loveton and Highlands
is only about fifty percent
built out. Almost twice
the current number of
workers will be driving to
their jobs when all the
office buildings that have

“Note well:

the commercial
area of Loveton and
Highlands is only
about fifty percent
built out. Almost
twice the current
number of workers
will be driving to

their jobs when all § s;rlm;sd are  fully
the office buildings piee.
that have permits SGCPC has participated

in meetings about this
issue with government
officials and rep-resentatives of the Hunt Valley Business
Forum who are concerned with the difficulty their
employees are experiencing with their commutes.

are fully occupied.

Our traffic concerns have been included in Baltimore
County’s official letter to the Regional Transit Board,
which prioritizes transportation projects for state
funding. However, given the shortage of funds, it is not
likely that we will see improvement in the traffic any
time soon. We hope this situation serves as a reminder
of the need to place large-scale growth in areas with
adequate existing infrastructure.

For More Information...

About CZMP
Renae Olver
rolverl@hotmail.com

About Hunt Valley Mall Kirsten
Burger
kirstenburger@comcast.net

About Plein Air paint out
Laura Wilke
monktonmom@aol.com

About land preservation
Lawrie Deering
iscrib@aol.com










